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,"KPT IIK D'iaan naa MIS : aty D^nna 



,Rapn BIO 13 iop,, r 

."B>O non 



56 



first sight suggest genuine variants and yet we 
find the same readings suggested or embodied 
in one of the commentaries which could by no 
means be said to have seen any but the Masor-* 
etic text this fact alone is sufficient to over- 
throw the theory of the existence of a different 
text than the accepted one. On the contrary, it 
proves all the stronger the validity of our text. 

Take, for instance, verse 9 in the 3ist chapter 
of Isaiah Vntt> DJD inn 1 ) "and his princes shall 
be dismayed at the ensign." Some scholars assume 
that the original reading was inty D1JDD IDITl 
because Symmachus translates the passage as it 
it read D1JDD. But Rabbi Joseph Karo who 
certainly knew nothing of Symmachus and had 
no other text than ours", renders the passages the 
same as Symmachus. (See Note 16). 

Or, again, consider the argument that Gen. 
13, 6, read tn t1$K "a high terebinth" instead of 
mi> tl^X because the Septuaginta translates it in 
this sense. But I have shown (note 14) that some 
obscure teacher in Galicia who probably never 
heard of the Septuaginta renders the passage in 
the same way. (See also notes 9, 13, 31, 36, 40). 

In the introduction to my edition of the 
Peshitta in Hebrew characters, which is ready 
for the press, I have devoted a chapter to- the 
discussion of this particular phase of the problem. 
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bears upon the study of Biblical Exegesis that 
I feel impelled to emphasize strongly here. 

We all know what an important branch of 
Biblical science the study of the Hebrew original 
in the light of the ancient Versions has become 
of -late. It has become the fashion to search 
the Versions for anything that looks like a variant 
with a view of establishing different readings in 
the original. Many editions of the Hebrew 
Bible have appeared accompanied by variae 
lectiones and many books and monographs on 
this subject have been issued from the press 
all having the outward impress of science, so to 
speak. These have found a considerable follow- 
ing, for the name science has a charm of its own 
which sometimes blinds men to the truth and 
leads them astray. 

Now, some of my notes are directed against 
this mechanical method of Biblical research, and 
point out the errors into which some scholars 
not mentioned by name have fallen. 

Some scholars, 'e. g. } assert with definite 
assurance that Gen. 18, 17, "Shall I hide from 
Abraham" in the versions which the authors of 
the Septuaginta and the Peshitta .had before 
them read: "Shall I hide from Abraham my 
servant" because the word "servant" is added in 
these versions. The fact, however, is that the 
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addition is only a gloss due to well known and 
commonly accepted exegetical traditions. (See 

Note 7). 

* ' 

Similarly in the verse "Take a jar" (Ex. 
16, 33) some scholars read "Take a golden jar" 
because Septuaginta reads so. Tey consider it 
an actual variant whereas the fact is that the 
Septuaginta only added the word for the sake 
of clearness as can be seen from the Mekilta. 
(See Note 21). 

Again some scholars, basing themselves on 
the Septuaginta, read (2 Kings 8, 26) "and his 
mother's name was Athaliiah the daughter of 
Ahab" instead of "the daughter of Omrd" and be- 
lieve that the Septuaginta had another version 
before it, whereas it is only a conscious emenda- 
tion of the translator in order to avoid a seeming 
contradiction between this verse and verse 18 
of the same chapter; the Peshitta, however, 
found another way >of reconciling the contra- 
diction. (See Note 38). 

Another instance is the one I pointed out in 
note 1 6 that the Peshitta often translates a word 
beginning with 5 as if it were preceded by the 
word K? This principle does away with many 
so-called variants. 

Above all we must bear in mind this: Since 
we find in ancient versions readings which at 
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PREFATORY NOTE 

(Translated from the Hebrew prefatory note}. 

This essay was written while I was in Hommel 
among the refugees, who left kith and kin, hearth 
and home to escape the ravages of the war. 

Under such conditions it was impossible for 
me to get access to many books dealing with the 
present subject. It was only during a previous 
sojourn in Peterburg that I had consulted several 
of its libraries and especially the library of the 
Asiatic Museum. Since the cessation of hostilities 
and the reopening of communications, I learned 
that some points touched upon in this article have 
already been treated by other scholars ; never- 
theless this does not affect my contribution. The 
careful reader will readily discern the difference 
in the point of view. 

For the sake of brevity many an important 
point which otherwise deserves special and lengthy 
treatment has been condensed into the form of 
a note. There is, however, one point which is 
the direct result of some of my notes and which 
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